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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, CSCE, SHUM, CZ 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT HARASSED AT PRAGUE 

1 . CANADIAN DCM SEABORN TELLS US THAT PETER CALAMAI, A CANADIAN 
CORRESPONDENT FOR SOUTHAM NEWS SERVICES WAS STOPPED AT PRAGUE 
AIRPORT APRIL 24 AND DEPRIVED OF HIS PAPERS. WHAT MADE THE 

CASE EXCEPTIONAL IS THAT CALAMAI HAD AGREED, AT THE TIME HE GOT HIS 
CZECHOSLOVAK VISA, TO "PLAY BY THE RULES," THAT IS, NOT TO TRY TO 
INTERVIEW DISSIDENTS. 

2. CALAMAI WAS HELD FOR 90 MINUTES AND MISSED HIS FLIGHT TO MOSCOW. 
AFTER WHICH HE CALLED CANADIAN DCM, WHO ATTEMPTED TO HAVE PAPERS 
RETURNED TO HIM. THOUGH CUSTOMS PERSONNEL PROMISED TO RESTORE THE 
PAPERS, WHICH CONTAINED NOTES OF INTERVIEWS WITH CZECHOSLOVAK 
OFFICIALS AND NOTHING ABOUT DISSIDENTS, ACCORDING TO CANADIAN 
DCM SEABORN, PAPERS WERE NOT IN FACT RETURNED BY TIME SECOND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PRAGUE 01041 251336Z 

FLIGHT TO MOSCOW DEPARTED WITH CALAMAI ABOARD. FOREIGN MINISTRY 
TELLS CANADIANS A "MISUNDERSTANDING" OCURRED. AS OF MONDAY, 

APRIL 25, CANADIAN EMBASSY STILL ATTEMPTING TO EFFECT RETURN 
OF CALAMAI'S PAPERS. CALAMAI'S COPY OF HELSINKI FINAL ACT 
WAS SEIZED, BUT RETURNED TO HIM BEFORE HE DEPARTED. 

3. COMMENT: OUR EXPERIENCE WITH AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS PAUL 
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HOFFMAN AND LESLIE COLLITT WOULD INDICATE THAT CANADIANS MAY HAVE 
A LONG WAIT BEFORE CALAMIA'S PAPERS ARE RETURNED. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, SINCE CALAMAI CAME TO PRAGUE ON BASIS OF AN "UNDERSTANDING" 

THAT HE WOULD CONFINE HIS ACTIVITIES TO THOSE APPROVED BY 
CZECHOSLOVAK GOVERNMENT, GOC MAY WISH TO MINIMIZE DAMAGING 
COMMENTARY IN THE PRESS-NOT LEAST TO BE FEARED FROM THE PEN OF 
CALAMAI HIMSELF— BY SPEEDILY TRYING TO MAKE AMENDS. 

BYRNE 
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